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Personal Therapy Dog Application Policies

Eligibility Requirements
· We do not place therapy dogs with children under 12 years of age.  Applications may be submitted for families with children under the age of 12 and the dog may be placed to serve as a primary companion for an individual under 12 years of age.  However, the person placing the application, and taking full responsibility for the dog, must be over 12 years of age.
· Our dogs are trained to assist people who have seizure disorders, mobility impairments (CP, MS, MD, spinal cord injuries, balance disorders, arthritis, etc.) and to provide emotional support as therapy dogs.  We do not train dogs to assist people with visual or hearing impairments or emotional disorders.  While we will place a dog with someone who has one of the above, the applicant’s primary disability must be in the form of a mobility impairment or seizure disorder.  Applicant should be able to see well enough to adequately observe the dog.  We will not place dogs intended to perform guide work to any degree.  Applicants should be active enough to utilize a dog and keep it sufficiently stimulated.

· Potential partners must be willing to attend training sessions with their new therapy dog.  

· Partners must be willing to work on their own with their therapy dog on a daily basis, as well as participate in on-going training, home visits, and initial monthly written reports.

· Applicant must demonstrate the ability to financially care for their therapy dog (food, routine vet care).
· Applicants must have no history of animal abuse.
· Applicants approved for a successor dog have priority over first time applicants.
Treatment of Applicants
· Each step of the application process is to transpire in a reasonable and timely fashion, with applicants kept notified of their status every 6 months.
· Applicants will be treated with dignity and respect at all times by PPPP staff, volunteers, and other constituents.
· Applicants have the right to be considered for a service dog from PPPP without discrimination regardless of their race, religion, color, gender, national origin, age (other than stated above), disability, sexual orientation, marital status, veteran status or any other legally protected characteristic.
